The 5 Sea Turtle Species
of the
Atlantic and Gulf Coast
of the United States.
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HAWHKSHEILL SEA TURTLE (2§ .
{Eratmochalys imbricata) | &

KEMPS RIDLEY SEA TURTLE (1]
fLepidochelys kempi)

Srmallest of the s twurtles, Aduls do not exceed
3 imches in shall length and range in weight
from B 1 pounds. The broadly oval shaped
shell ts usually olive gray. but young are bleck
Found in the coastal waters and bays ol the Casll
ol Mexleo and Atantc where they torage
priedominantly on crabs. Only & few hundred
fermales nest in the state of Tamaulipes, Mexico,
ench yoar

ESA Stabus: ENDANGERED

GREEN SEA TURTLE (4)
{Chelonia mydas)

A medium 1o large brownish sea burlle
with & radiating or motiled pastern of
masrkings on the shell The head is small
i comparison 1o other sea turtles and the
biting edge of the lower jpw i serraled
Adult shell lamaths range In sie from
36-4F inches and weighls averags
EI.'l'll-'.‘ll.f'l:'Ft:-m s, Primandly a tropical har
bvorous species, the juveniles Treguently
oecur in Florda walers, especialy In
aress sbundand in sea grasses

ESA Siptus: ENDANGERED for Florida
and e=st Pacific breeding populstions:
THREATEMED wverywhere ele

Srmadl ko mediam sea wiriles with & very afrac
thwely codored shel ol thick, overdapping
scales. ihe source of “iorioise shell”. Has
distinct hawk-ike besk. Adulks range in size
trom Ak-36 mches shell lergth and weeigh
1050 pounds. A shy Irupu':‘|| raef dwelling
spocies where |t forages primarily on sponges

ESA Status: ENDANGERED

(3

LOGGERHEAD SEA TURTLE (3)

{Caratia camaiia)

A large meddish-brown sea furtle with @
disproporticnately large head. Adults ange n
slze from 33-40 inches shell length and weigh
150-8400 paunds. This & the most common s2a
furtle encountered in the sousheastam Unibed
States, Frequenty observed around wrechks
underwater shuctures. and reefe whers =
forages on a vanety of crabs, |ellfish, and
mendushs

ESA Slatus: THREATENED

(5)

LEATHERBACK SEA TURTLE (5) (Dermochalys coriacea)
The lpsgest sea tustle, Can atiain a shell lengih of six feet and waighis of 1,800 pounds. Black
with white blobches. the shell lacks scabes and & covered by a firm, rubbery skin with seven
lomgitudingd cidges or keels. A highly migratory tustle that nests In the froplics and ranges as tar
noorih ms Ceneda and the norhern Pacille. Feeds primarily on jeihdish

ESA Stalus: ENDANGERED

Ta report sightings or data - SF A TURTLE PROGRAM
WA T oK SOUTHEAST FISHERIES CENTER
75 Virginda Beach Drlve
Milwmi, Floda 33149
Teleplene: 305 361-4200



